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The League of Nations Library 
During the War 
Mr. Rasmussen formerly was head of the 
Geographical Department of the League 
of Nations Library at Geneva and now 
is librarian of the Economic, Financial, 
and Transit Department of the League 
at Princeton, N.J. He tells an intimate 
story of the fortunes of the League li-
brary, abroad and in America. 
THE BALANCE SHEET of the F i r s t W o r l d W a r appears in the l i g h t of 
u l ter ior events to contain t r a g i c a l l y l i t t le 
to the credit of h u m a n intel l igence and 
fores ight . B u t one of its meri ts w a s un-
d o u b t e d l y to focus at tent ion on the inter-
dependence of states and m a k e a l a r g e 
n u m b e r of g o v e r n m e n t s take the first 
hesitant steps a l o n g a road w h i c h w e n o w 
rea l ize m u s t be f o l l o w e d courageous ly if 
c iv i l i za t ion is to surv ive . T w e n t y years 
of o r g a n i z e d w o r l d - w i d e e f f o r t to imple-
m e n t this d a w n i n g rea l i zat ion created a 
vast body of experience, theory, l a w , and 
l i t e r a t u r e on internat ional af fairs , most of 
it d irect ly or indirect ly connected w i t h the 
L e a g u e of N a t i o n s . G e n e v a became, dur-
ing the i n t e r - w a r period, the mecca of 
polit icians, g o v e r n m e n t experts, j o u r n a l -
ists, scholars, and students in a g r e a t 
v a r i e t y of fields. A n d out of the docu-
m e n t a t i o n required for the s tudy and ex-
ecut ion of the n u m e r o u s tasks entrusted 
to the L e a g u e g r e w a l i b r a r y unique in 
character and w e l l - a d a p t e d to its purpose. 
B y a generous g r a n t f r o m J o h n D . R o c k e -
fe l ler , Tr., it became possible to extend 
the l ibrary ' s col lect ions still f u r t h e r and 
f r o m 1 9 3 6 to a c c o m m o d a t e it in a bui ld-
ing w h i c h g r e a t l y increased its usefulness 
to the w o r l d at large . 
O p e n to any serious student, the L e a g u e 
l i b r a r y w a s sought by increasing n u m -
bers w h o came f r o m distant countr ies to 
use its rich source m a t e r i a l . I t soon be-
came obvious to e v e r y b o d y w h o w o r k e d 
there that the l i b r a r y corresponded to a 
need inherent in the trends of m o d e r n 
h i s t o r y — a need that m a n y large E u r o -
pean l ibraries w e r e quite unable to fill. 
P o l i t i c a l events w h i c h d u r i n g the lat-
ter par t of the thirt ies adverse ly influ-
enced the w o r k of the L e a g u e w e r e not 
reflected in any lessening of the act iv i ty 
of the l ibrary . O n the c o n t r a r y , the 
demands on its services constant ly in-
creased d u r i n g this t roubled period and 
it w a s only short ly before the o u t b r e a k 
of hostilities, and more p a r t i c u l a r l y a f t e r 
M a y 1940, that the l ibrary and its staff 
w e r e drast ica l ly a f fected. 
T h e h a r m o n i o u s deve lopment t h r o u g h 
w h i c h the L e a g u e l ibrary passed up to 
1 9 3 9 w o u l d u n d o u b t e d l y have been con-
tinued u n d e r n o r m a l condit ions and in-
creas ingly the l ibrary w o u l d have been 
of benefit to research w o r k carr ied out in 
other parts of the w o r l d . B u t s h a d o w s of 
the a p p r o a c h i n g w a r began to fa l l on the 
l ibrary . T h e pol i t ical s i tuation, w h i c h 
had passed f r o m bad to worse , w a s c lear ly 
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m o v i n g apace t o w a r d s a w o r l d - w i d e con-
flagration. C r o w d s of r e f u g e e s w e r e 
s t r e a m i n g into S w i t z e r l a n d , and several 
r e f u g e e scholars w e r e a l r e a d y a m o n g the 
f a m i l i a r faces in the r e a d i n g rooms. I n 
the spr ing and s u m m e r of 1 9 3 9 the n u m -
ber of s tudents f r o m f o r e i g n countr ies 
dropped considerably , and several of 
those w h o arr ived soon departed w i t h 
their w o r k unfinished in order to reach 
safety before the s torm broke. 
Under War Conditions 
T h e n came the dec larat ion of w a r , and 
a n e w situation arose. M u c h of the 
m a t e r i a l contained in the l i b r a r y w a s 
n a t u r a l l y of interest in connect ion w i t h 
the c o n d u c t of m i l i t a r y operat ions. I n 
f a c t the L e a g u e l i b r a r y w o u l d have been 
of appreciable interest f o r m i l i t a r y intel-
l igence services if they could have used 
it at their w i l l . B e i n g part of an inter-
nat ional o r g a n i z a t i o n to w h i c h g o v e r n -
ments on a considerable scale had f u r -
nished official d o c u m e n t a t i o n on their 
respective countr ies f o r the p r o m o t i o n of 
internat ional co l laborat ion and peace, it 
w a s ev ident that measures had to be taken 
to p r e v e n t the l i b r a r y ' s use f o r the inverse 
purposes. B e f o r e the outbreak of ac tual 
hostil it ies this had of course not been 
over looked by the adminis trat ion, but 
abuse in the above sense w o u l d f o r obvi-
ous reasons h a v e been impossible to pre-
v e n t before a state of w a r existed. A l l 
l i b r a r y cards w e r e n o w canceled and 
readers obl iged to apply f o r n e w ones if 
they desired to cont inue their studies in 
the l i b r a r y . A restr icted n u m b e r of cards 
w e r e subsequent ly issued w i t h w h a t in the 
c i rcumstances w e r e considered the neces-
sary precautions, and the staff of the li-
b r a r y w a s asked to bear in m i n d the 
possibility of abuse in r e p l y i n g to questions 
and in f u r n i s h i n g aid and d o c u m e n t a t i o n 
to readers w h o did not be long to the 
L e a g u e secretar iat . 
I n the period f r o m September 1 9 3 9 to 
M a y 1 9 4 0 the c u r r e n t w o r k of the l i b r a r y 
f u n c t i o n e d w i t h only s l ight changes . A 
f e w m e m b e r s of the l i b r a r y staff had their 
contracts terminated as part of the over-
all reduct ion of personnel w h i c h occurred 
in the course of 1939, but the l i b r a r y ' s 
w o r k w a s not curta i led in any essential 
respect. C o m m u n i c a t i o n s w i t h the out-
side w o r l d w e r e still l a r g e l y intact and, 
a l t h o u g h restrict ions w e r e imposed by the 
bel l igerents on d i v u l g a t i o n of i n f o r m a t i o n 
and on the e x p o r t of v a r i o u s types of 
documents , the flow of pr inted m a t e r i a l 
to the l i b r a r y w a s on the w h o l e w e l l -
m a i n t a i n e d . 
Reduction of Staff 
I n the m i d d l e of M a y 1940, w h e n the 
G e r m a n a r m y w a s p e n e t r a t i n g the L o w 
C o u n t r i e s and F r a n c e and a catastrophe 
appeared i m p e n d i n g w i t h r u m o r e d G e r -
m a n troop concentrat ions on the northern 
and eastern borders of S w i t z e r l a n d , 
e m e r g e n c y regulat ions a f f e c t i n g the en-
tire secretariat w e r e b r o u g h t into play. 
A l a r g e m a j o r i t y of the officials w e r e g i v e n 
the choice b e t w e e n suspension of their 
contracts or r e s i g n a t i o n — w i t h compensa-
tion in both cases. A re la t ive ly smal l 
nuc leus of officials w a s retained, w h o w e r e 
to f o l l o w instruct ions issued subsequent ly . 
T h e measures taken in M a y 1 9 4 0 
should be considered in the l ight of the 
f a c t that a sudden G e r m a n invasion of 
S w i t z e r l a n d w a s ent ire ly inside the rea lm 
of possibilities. T h e extent to w h i c h the 
L e a g u e l i b r a r y w a s a f fected becomes thus 
m o r e easily u n d e r s t a n d a b l e . O f its total 
staff of t w e n t y - f o u r o n l y t w o persons, of 
w h o m one w a s the chief l ibrar ian, w e r e 
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not requested to resign or accept a sus-
pension of c o n t r a c t . T h o s e w h o accepted 
suspension w e r e , h o w e v e r , a l l o w e d to con-
t inue w o r k provis ional ly but on a v e r y 
short- term basis. T h a t the great m a j o r -
ity tendered their resignation w a s n a t u r a l 
under the c ircumstances . N o t only did 
f inancial a r r a n g e m e n t s f a v o r such solu-
tion in most cases but w i t h m i l i t a r y events 
a l r e a d y p r o j e c t i n g u l ter ior deve lopments 
and w i t h their l ive l ihood menaced, sev-
eral persons on the l ibrary staff desired to 
reach E n g l a n d or N o r t h A m e r i c a before 
al l roads to the f r e e w o r l d e v e n t u a l l y 
m i g h t be closed. I t should be added that 
the l o y a l t y of the officials t o w a r d the 
l i b r a r y and the secretariat w a s at no point 
i n v o l v e d in the decisions to be taken. 
T h e instruct ions received r e m o v e d any 
d o u b t on this point. 
O f those w h o faced the choice only 
t h r e e ' F r e n c h g ir ls chose to cont inue their 
w o r k on suspended contracts . T h e fac t 
that their o w n c o u n t r y at the m o m e n t 
w a s rapid ly be ing t u r n e d into a batt le-
field probably p r o m p t e d this decision in 
no smal l degree. W h i l e the terminat ion 
of w o r k f o r the other officials w a s e f-
fect ive immediate ly , it w o u l d be appro-
priate to ment ion that several of them 
r e t u r n e d to their w o r k the days f o l l o w -
ing their resignation in order to leave 
their offices and departments in complete 
order . T h i s at a m o m e n t w h e n prepara-
tions for a possible immediate departure 
w e r e m o r e than a f u l l day 's j o b and the 
apprehension of being c a u g h t in an inva-
sion lent itself to m o r e than academic 
c o n t e m p l a t i o n . 
Change of Policies 
B y these drast ic measures the w o r k i n g 
f o r c e of the l i b r a r y w a s reduced f r o m 
t w e n t y - f o u r persons of eleven nat ional-
ities to five persons of w h o m f o u r w e r e 
F r e n c h and one an e x - A u s t r i a n . T h e s e 
c ircumstances, together w i t h the imposi-
tion of the strictest economies in all fields, 
made a complete o v e r h a u l of the l ibrary ' s 
policies an immediate necessity. F r o m 
M a y 15 to J u l y 1 the l ibrary w a s closed 
to the public and a r r a n g e m e n t s w e r e m a d e 
to adapt its act ivit ies to w h a t w a s con-
sidered feasible w i t h the smal l staff w h i c h 
remained and the severe b u d g e t a r y restric-
tions w h i c h had been imposed. W h i l e 
considerable economies had a l ready been 
enacted d u r i n g the first f ive m o n t h s of 
the year , e x p e n d i t u r e d u r i n g the last seven 
m o n t h s of 1 9 4 0 w a s a c t u a l l y reduced to 
b e t w e e n a third and a f o u r t h of that f o r 
the same period of 1 9 3 9 . Salar ies of the 
d e p a r t i n g staff counted n a t u r a l l y f o r a 
large p a r t of this reduct ion but expendi-
ture on books and periodicals w a s also 
severely cut . Subscript ions to 2 3 4 peri-
odicals w e r e canceled and the acquisit ion 
of books by purchase w a s curta i led to an 
absolute m i n i m u m . A l s o the per iodical 
and other publ icat ions published r e g u l a r l y 
by the l ibrary w e r e immediate ly sus-
pended. 
W h e n the l i b r a r y again opened its 
doors in J u l y , the reduct ion of personnel 
and economies of heat ing, l i g h t i n g , etc. , 
had necessitated the c los ing of all r e a d i n g 
rooms and the concentrat ion of the serv-
ices on part of a s ingle floor. A c c e s s to the 
l i b r a r y f o r persons not b e l o n g i n g to the 
secretariat had become f u r t h e r restricted. 
T h e general publ ic w a s in principle 
no l o n g e r admit ted , and o n l y seventy-
three a u t h o r i z a t i o n s to consult the 
col lect ions w e r e g r a n t e d in the last hal f 
of 1 9 4 0 . T h e s e a u t h o r i z a t i o n s w e r e 
m a i n l y issued to representatives of g o v e r n -
ments and of internat ional o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
and to a f e w professors and l a w y e r s . I n 
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place of the r e a d i n g rooms t w o or three 
e m p t y offices w e r e m a d e avai lable , w h e r e 
the desired d o c u m e n t a t i o n w a s a r r a n g e d 
and study could take place w i t h o u t super-
vision. 
Difficulties To Be Faced 
I t goes w i t h o u t saying that the services 
w h i c h the l ibrary under the c i rcumstances 
w a s able to render the L e a g u e secretariat , 
w h i c h by 1 9 4 1 had been reduced to 
b e t w e e n a sixth and a seventh of its 1 9 3 9 
s trength, w e r e v e r y m u c h curta i led and 
that diff iculties of all sorts had to be faced. 
T h e h a n d l i n g of the thousands of docu-
ments w h i c h f o r t u n a t e l y sti l l cont inued 
to arr ive f r o m most g o v e r n m e n t s consti-
tuted also a p r o b l e m . A s there w a s no 
possibility of c a t a l o g i n g these publ icat ions 
proper ly , it w a s decided provis ional ly to 
shel f l i s t them and enter one main card 
in the c a t a l o g f o r each, postponing their 
adequate t r e a t m e n t to a m o m e n t w h e n 
sufficient personnel could be employed. A 
stil l more i m p o r t a n t problem w a s , h o w -
ever, to be f o u n d in the f a c t that several 
g o v e r n m e n t s soon ceased to send their 
publ icat ions a l together or in part (pre-
s u m a b l y on account of the h a z a r d s in-
v o l v e d in t ransportat ion and in order to 
prevent i m p o r t a n t d o c u m e n t s f r o m f a l l i n g 
into e n e m y hands in t r a n s i t ) and that 
b ib l iographic i n f o r m a t i o n on w h a t w a s 
be ing published in a n u m b e r of countr ies 
steadi ly became m o r e dif f icult to obtain. 
In the l o n g r u n this s i tuation w o u l d 
u n d o u b t e d l y have a f fected the f u t u r e 
s tandards of the l i b r a r y ' s col lect ions most 
seriously if some means of c o u n t e r a c t i n g 
it had not been f o u n d . T h e L e a g u e li-
brary , w h i c h w a s ideal ly s i tuated for ac-
q u i r i n g the d o c u m e n t a t i o n obtainable 
f r o m the E u r o p e a n cont inent , w a s , vis-a-
vis the rest of the w o r l d , in m u c h the 
same situation as A m e r i c a n l ibraries 
vis-a-vis E u r o p e . I n o r d e r to prevent 
unnecessary gaps in its sets of periodicals, 
annuals , etc., especial ly g o v e r n m e n t docu-
ments, a request w a s addressed by the 
L e a g u e l i b r a r y to e x t r a - E u r o p e a n g o v e r n -
ments and inst i tut ions w h i c h had ceased 
to send their publ icat ions, asking them 
to store this m a t e r i a l unt i l c i rcumstances 
later w o u l d permit its t rans fer to G e n e v a . 
T h e extent to w h i c h w e m a y presume 
that such a request is be ing f o l l o w e d 
var ies f r o m one c o u n t r y to another . T h e 
probabi l i ty is that countr ies w h e r e stocks 
of publ ic d o c u m e n t s rapidly become ex-
hausted and that g o v e r n m e n t s w h i c h 
possess a compl icated and d e c e n t r a l i z e d 
o r g a n i z a t i o n f o r p r i n t i n g , e x c h a n g e , and 
distr ibution, w i l l fa i l to respond in a 
sat is factory m a n n e r . Some, perhaps, in 
the rush of w a r act ivit ies m a y take no 
act ion at al l in the m a t t e r . T h e vas t 
changes w h i c h have occurred in the field 
of publ icat ions d u r i n g the last f e w years 
w o u l d also in part remain u n c o v e r e d by 
this a r r a n g e m e n t . A s w e shall see later , 
deve lopments inside the secretariat helped 
to of fset this d i s a d v a n t a g e in no smal l 
measure . 
Acquisitions 
T h e purchases made by the l i b r a r y 
since M a y 1 9 4 0 have been a imed at safe-
g u a r d i n g , as f a r as possible, the l ibrary ' s 
f u t u r e posit ion as an internat ional center 
of d o c u m e n t a t i o n . T h e main principles 
f o l l o w e d have been, on the one hand, to 
acquire all essential mater ia l w h i c h sup-
posedly m i g h t not be avai lable a f t e r the 
w a r on a c c o u n t of the restricted n u m b e r 
of copies in w h i c h publ icat ions in m a n y 
countr ies are n o w be ing issued; and, on 
the other , to ef fect the l i b r a r y ' s econo-
mies on publ icat ions w h i c h are l ike ly to 
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be p r o c u r a b l e on the m a r k e t for some 
t ime to come. B y f o l l o w i n g this policy 
the l i b r a r y has been able to acquire m a n y 
publ icat ions w h i c h w i l l be h a r d to locate 
e l s e w h e r e a f t e r the end of hostilities and 
perhaps impossible to buy. B u t the policy 
has, of course, also had the ef fect of 
i n t e r r u p t i n g , at least temporar i ly , m a n y of 
the l i b r a r y ' s serial and periodical publ ica-
tions, p a r t i c u l a r l y in the general , tech-
nical , health, and social fields. T h e r e is 
some prospect, h o w e v e r , that these gaps 
m a y later be f i l led. A s regards re ference 
books, purchase w a s l imited to w h a t w a s 
considered absolutely indispensable and 
expensive w o r k s avai lable in the G e n e v a 
U n i v e r s i t y L i b r a r y w e r e not dupl icated 
in the L e a g u e l ibrary . A l s o the b inding 
had to be reduced to a m i n i m u m standard 
of qua l i ty and w a s l imited to a restricted 
n u m b e r of v o l u m e s per year . 
I n 1 9 4 1 the chief l ibrar ian departed 
and M o n s i e u r H e n r i V i g i e r , pol it ical 
counselor in the secretariat , w a s c h a r g e d 
w i t h the administrat ion of the l i b r a r y as 
one of h i s . d u t i e s . I t n o w became pos-
sible to re-engage on a t e m p o r a r y basis 
t w o of the l ibrary ' s f o r m e r officials w h o 
had remained in G e n e v a and also to 
resume publ icat ion of the Monthly List 
of Selected Articles, w h i c h had been sus-
pended in 1940. T h e gap w h i c h existed 
b e t w e e n its last issue and the date of 
resumption w a s subsequently filled. A s 
a l a r g e n u m b e r of copies of this index 
previously had been used . f o r e x c h a n g e 
purposes, it filled f o r the l i b r a r y a 
s t r o n g l y fe l t need in a period of h e a v y 
b u d g e t a r y restrictions. B e i n g probably 
the only internat ional periodical index at 
present published on the E u r o p e a n con-
tinent, it possesses considerable interest. 
A l t h o u g h the n u m b e r of periodicals in-
dexed has n a t u r a l l y been reduced, it still 
comprises several hundreds . 
W i t h its f u n d s for acquisit ion of pub-
l ications cut in 1 9 4 0 td less than hal f of 
1 9 3 9 expendi ture , and in 1 9 4 1 and 1942 
to less than a f o u r t h , the l i b r a r y never-
theless had an accession of about 8000 
v o l u m e s and 1 3 5 0 periodicals in 1 9 4 1 
and about 4600 v o l u m e s and pamphlets 
and 1200 periodicals in 1942. D u r i n g the 
three years 1 9 4 0 to 1 9 4 2 three f o u r t h s of 
the expendi ture f o r acquisit ions w e r e 
spent for keeping the most essential peri-
odical sets intact . A t t e m p t s w e r e also 
m a d e to develop the l ibrary ' s e x c h a n g e 
relations, w h i c h had suffered by the sud-
den reduct ion of the L e a g u e ' s publ icat ion 
activit ies. B u t w i t h S w i t z e r l a n d situated 
as an island in an A x i s - o c c u p i e d E u r o p e 
and c o m m u n i c a t i o n s b e c o m i n g increasing-
ly hampered, the situation as regards the 
l i b r a r y ' s d o c u m e n t a t i o n f r o m the extra-
E u r o p e a n w o r l d w a s g r a d u a l l y g r o w i n g 
w o r s e . 
I t has been ment ioned above that de-
ve lopments inside the secretariat helped 
to compensate this s ituation, w h i c h had be-
come p a r t i c u l a r l y serious a f t e r the occupa-
tion of the entire F r e n c h m e t r o p o l i t a n 
terr i tory in the a u t u m n of 1 9 4 2 . W h e n 
the maintenance of sat is factory c o m m u n i -
cat ions w i t h the outside w o r l d in the 
s u m m e r of 1 9 4 0 had entered a precar ious 
stage f o r the c o n d u c t of m a n y of the 
L e a g u e ' s technical activities, the m a j o r 
part of the E c o n o m i c , F i n a n c i a l , and 
T r a n s i t D e p a r t m e n t , i n c l u d i n g its direc-
tor, w a s sent on mission to P r i n c e t o n , 
N . J . , there to cont inue its w o r k on w o r l d 
economic problems. A j o i n t inv i tat ion 
f r o m three A m e r i c a n academic bodies, i.e., 
P r i n c e t o n U n i v e r s i t y , the R o c k e f e l l e r In-
stitute for M e d i c a l Research, and the 
Inst i tute f o r A d v a n c e d S t u d y , m a d e this 
pract icable . O n its arr iva l the mission 
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took up quarters in the Institute for 
Advanced Study, where offices and other 
facilities were put at its disposal. O n l y 
a f e w key documents were brought over 
and no librarian accompanied the mission. 
A n estimate of w o r k i n g possibilities as far 
as documentation was concerned could ob-
viously not be made in any detail before 
the mission's arrival, and the task of or-
ganiz ing this part of the w o r k w a s le f t 
to arrangements to be made on the spot. 
W h e n the mission settled down to w o r k 
the necessity of obtaining a librarian w h o 
was familiar wi th the League's w o r k , in-
ternational documentation, and the 
League's l ibrary practices became obvi-
ous. 
The Librarian s Task 
O n his arrival in the Uni ted States in 
January 1941, the wri ter w a s therefore 
entrusted wi th this end of the mission's 
w o r k . T h e immediate object of his duties 
was to provide and organize the docu-
ments and other publications required for 
the w o r k of the department. T h i s had 
to be done as rapidly as possible, w i t h a 
minimum of personnel and expense and, 
it may be added, in circumstances where 
the absence of sufficient physical equip-
ment, room, and professional assistance 
was a constant w o r r y . In spite of the 
many obstacles, however, the task w a s 
carried out, and at the present moment 
the library has an annual accession of over 
three thousand volumes and pamphlets, 
receives between six and seven hundred 
periodicals regularly, and circulates over 
eight hundred to the department, whi le 
its interlibrary loans amount to several 
thousands per annum. 
In view of the fact that this w o r k has 
had to be carried out by a library person-
nel of only t w o persons, w h o are also 
charged with a considerable amount of 
reference w o r k and bibliographic re-
search and have to carry on a voluminous 
correspondence wi th government depart-
ments and institutions all over the wor ld , 
it may be understood that resort to short-
cuts in several of the technical processes 
has been inevitable. It has thus not 
been possible to catalog more than part 
of the collections, and the library's effi-
ciency naturally depends to a larger ex-
tent on the knowledge of its personnel 
than w o u l d be the case in normal circum-
stances. 
A s for documentation, the department's 
w o r k could scarcely have been carried on 
without the close collaboration of other 
libraries, on whose resources the League 
of Nations library branch has been able 
to draw heavily. Arrangements for ex-
tensive interlibrary loans from Princeton 
University Library , situated about t w o 
miles from the Institute for Advanced 
Study, have been functioning since the 
first months of 1941 and have been of 
invaluable assistance. T h e numerous 
volumes borrowed from that l ibrary as 
wel l as from other large libraries in the 
United States have also made it possible 
to avoid purchases which would duplicate 
material already found in the League's 
library in G e n e v a ; it has further pre-
vented the increase of collections far be-
yond the physical capacity of the available 
premises. 
Similar advantages have been obtained 
from the mission's direct access to the 
L ibrary of the Institute for Advanced 
Study, of whose periodicals the League 
library branch circulates many to the 
members of the department. In addition 
the institute has generously acquired a 
number of publications which were needed 
for constant use, the acquisition of which 
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by the L e a g u e l ibrary branch w o u l d have 
entai led dupl icat ion of the G e n e v a col-
lect ions. 
A l t h o u g h inter l ibrary loans f r o m 
P r i n c e t o n U n i v e r s i t y L i b r a r y and a f e w 
other l a r g e l ibraries have been a o n e - w a y 
traffic, the L e a g u e l i b r a r y branch has on 
several occasions lent publ icat ions to g o v -
e r n m e n t agencies and l ibraries w h e n the 
m a t e r i a l w a s not otherwise avai lable in 
this c o u n t r y . A n u m b e r of persons have 
also visited the l i b r a r y to s tudy specific 
d o c u m e n t a t i o n w h i c h could not be had 
in W a s h i n g t o n and N e w Y o r k . 
T h e pol icy f o l l o w e d in regard to ac-
quisit ions at the P r i n c e t o n branch has 
p r i m a r i l y been g o v e r n e d by the needs of 
the d e p a r t m e n t . W h i l e the mission at 
P r i n c e t o n deals p a r t i c u l a r l y w i t h the 
e x t r a - E u r o p e a n w o r l d and the staff in 
G e n e v a concentrates on deve lopments on 
the E u r o p e a n cont inent , a s imilar division 
of w o r k , t h o u g h m o r e as a m a t t e r of 
emphasis than of distinction, has devel-
oped f o r the t w o l ibraries. T h e state of 
postal c o m m u n i c a t i o n s has n a t u r a l l y been 
decisive f o r the areas f r o m w h i c h docu-
ments have been obtainable here and in 
E u r o p e but, a l t h o u g h dupl icat ions have 
been inevitable, the t w o col lect ions are, 
a c c o r d i n g to ava i lab le i n f o r m a t i o n , large-
ly c o m p l e m e n t a r y . 
Cooperating with Library in Geneva 
F r o m the t ime of the p l a n n i n g of the 
l i b r a r y branch in P r i n c e t o n at tent ion has 
been paid to the desirabi l i ty of coordinat-
ing acquisit ions w i t h those of the L e a g u e 
l i b r a r y in G e n e v a . W i t h the f u t u r e in 
m i n d lists of n o n - E u r o p e a n publ icat ions 
w h i c h no l o n g e r arr ived in G e n e v a w e r e 
requested and obtained in the spr ing of 
1 9 4 1 . O t h e r lists f o l l o w e d , and it be-
came possible to acquire here a consider-
able n u m b e r of such documents w h i c h 
presumably -wi l l prove unobtainable at a 
la ter stage. A l t h o u g h sinkings, delays in 
transportat ion, and changes in postal com-
municat ions as w e l l as in the decisions of 
g o v e r n m e n t s c o n c e r n i n g dispatch of their 
publ icat ions to G e n e v a made this correla-
tion dif f icult and imperfec t , great a d v a n -
tage has def initely been derived f r o m the 
d i f ferent geographica l s i tuations of the 
t w o l ibraries d u r i n g the w a r and m a n y 
i rretr ievable gaps in their combined col-
lect ions have been avoided. 
U n t i l the end of hostil it ies in the 
E u r o p e a n theatre it w i l l n o t be possible 
to f o r m a complete picture of the d a m a g e 
w h i c h the w a r has indirect ly caused to 
the d o c u m e n t a t i o n of the L e a g u e of N a -
tions L i b r a r y . A s regards E u r o p e a n m a -
terial published d u r i n g the w a r period, 
the G e n e v a l i b r a r y is no doubt in its 
fields—in spite of its restricted b u d g e t — 
in a f a r better position than any l ibrary 
in this hemisphere and ranks probably 
v e r y high a m o n g E u r o p e a n l ibraries. I t 
should not be f o r g o t t e n that v e r y f e w 
l a r g e l ibraries in E u r o p e have been able 
to f u n c t i o n on a n o r m a l basis since 1 9 4 0 
and that , w i t h a f e w G e r m a n exceptions, 
no other l ibrary on the cont inent is l ike ly 
to possess so substantial and representa-
t ive col lect ions of the m o r e interest ing 
mater ia l w h i c h has appeared d u r i n g the 
last three or f o u r years. W h a t w i l l 
happen, or perhaps a l r e a d y has happened, 
to the f e w G e r m a n l ibraries r e f e r r e d to, 
w h i c h are near ly a l l s i tuated in cities 
subjec t to intense aerial b o m b a r d m e n t , 
m a y be l e f t to the speculations of those 
f a m i l i a r w i t h the r is ing tide of air w a r -
fare . 
T h e G e n e v a l ibrary ' s e x t r a - E u r o p e a n 
col lect ions f o r the w a r period have on the 
other hand been considerably dented but 
JUNE, 1944 
19 7 
p r e s u m a b l y only t e m p o r a r i l y . W h e n at 
the end of the w a r in E u r o p e the col lec-
tions of the P r i n c e t o n branch and the 
deposits const i tuted in a good m a n y coun-
tries are t r a n s f e r r e d to G e n e v a , it is a 
reasonable assumption that the L e a g u e 
l i b r a r y w i l l u l t i m a t e l y t u r n out to have 
s u r v i v e d the crisis w i t h f e w scars. T h e 
drastic reduct ions of b u d g e t and person-
nel that have obtained since the m i d d l e 
of 1 9 4 0 w i l l m a k e m u c h technical w o r k 
and m a n y acquisit ions necessary if the 
l i b r a r y is to reach as high a s tandard for 
its w a r t i m e m a t e r i a l as for its p r e w a r 
m a t e r i a l . B u t the fac t that its deficiencies 
w i l l be m a i n l y in overseas publ icat ions, 
w h i c h should stil l be obtainable at a later 
stage, should enable it to recover rapidly 
and play its proper part in the p o s t w a r 
w o r l d . 
^yln Analysis oj 
T o LIBRARIANS concerned w i t h the 
s tudy of activit ies, an item w h i c h ap-
peared in the O c t o b e r 1 9 4 3 n u m b e r of 
the Bulletin of the Medical Library As-
sociation m a y be of interest. I t is en-
tit led " W o r k A n a l y s i s of F u n c t i o n s and 
D u t i e s of the M e d i c a l L i b r a r y S t a f f " and 
w a s prepared by Jennie R . G r e e n b a u m , 
head of the F l o r s h e i m M e m o r i a l L i b r a r y 
J^ibrary duties 
at the M i c h a e l Reese H o s p i t a l in C h i c a g o . 
T h e var ious f u n c t i o n s the art ic le lists are 
classified a c c o r d i n g to the qual i f icat ions 
required to p e r f o r m them. A n incidental 
v a l u e of the s tatement is suggested by the 
f a c t that it w a s d r a w n up to f a m i l i a r i z e 
a superior officer w i t h the w a y the m e m -
bers of the staff used their t ime and w i t h 
the reasons f o r a u g m e n t i n g that s taf f . 
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